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In the famous words of Bruce Buffer, It’s Time! As this is being released,
setup has already begun in the Greenheck Turner Convention Center! I
want to start out by giving special thanks to all the volunteers who are
working hard to set the event up, the ones who organized this thing start
to finish, the officers and directors who are dedicating so much time to
this event, and you the pitchers traveling to support the tournament this
year. I’ve said it many times, we could set everything up but if noone came
we wouldn’t have a tournament at all. 

I’d also like to thank Visit Wausau for their partnership to put on the event,
they worked diligently to secure several grants for not only the event but
the GoLive Sportscast team to come cover the event, they’ve made this 
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process very smooth from start to finish so a big thanks to VisitWausau!

In this edition of the digest, we’re focused on World Tournament information. We wanted to replace
our July publication with a World Tournament preview to give you all a compilation of necessary
information for the event this next week. We’ll quickly shift focus back to the broader scope of our
organization post-WT. During the event this year you’re going to see several
photographers/videographers. Shelly Martinez returns again for class photos and action shots,
GoLive SportsCast will be on site for broadcasting for a portion of the event and we have another
videographer that will be there part of the time working on a documentary style video for us that
should come out later this year. 

I’m looking forward to the website launch later this week, that has been a process in itself! The
website project began last summer and quickly we realized it was a bigger job than we thought. The
NHPF site was completely redone and gave a home to most of our historical information to keep the
new website current. Our team at TechnoGoober has been phenomenal during this process and any
delays have came from the NHPA end of gathering content for the site. Fortunately, we’re in a stage
where we’ll release the site this coming Friday with just a few pages still under construction. On the
homepage of the site there will be an action button that will take you directly to eShoe results that’ll
give you information about the tournament in real-time for this years World Tournament!

Wishing everyone safe travels to Wisconsin these next couple of weeks and I’m excited to see
everyone there! Prediction Committee Returns

The World Tournament Prediction Committee is at it again with a full preview of all the divisions for
this years tournament! Remember as you’re reading these, this is a compliation of opinions from a
committee of 8 tenured members. These committee members have reviewed individual stats, past
results, etc to make these determinations but keep in mind, these are for entertainment value only and
not actual results. and is designed to give a general overview of each division.



Predicted Top 5 Finishers

Up until last year, the prediction committee had always almost unanimously selected Alan Francis to
continue his string of World Championships at that years world tournament. Last year, the committee
split with 1  Vice President, Austin Bailey, receiving enough votes to land him as the predicted
champion in Sandy. Austin would put up a good fight throughout the tournament, landing him a second
place finish after a 14-0 tournament was unraveled by Francis in the last game. 

st

2026 will see more variables land on the board for the first time since the Lansing, Michigan
tournament in 2023, with Andrew Adams and Tyler Howard returning to the playing field in Wausau the
road to the top 3 is going to be much more challenging. Adams has continued to improve in recent
years, finishing high in the annual Hall of Fame event this year in Wentzville. 

Howards game has seen a decline since we last saw him attend the world championships but he still
has the ability to do some damage in the championship class. Tyler is the only player in the current
field that has defeated Francis in a 40 point game in since Brian Simmons in 2011. Howard would
defeat Francis in 2018 during the South Carolina tournament but would fall on the third day and land
in the 3  place spot, Francis however would still go on to leave Florence with the Men’s championship. rd

A constant in the Men’s top 3 continues to be Dan Watson, Watson would lose an early game in
Kennewick to Terry Hudson during the prelims but would go on to defeat Francis to win the prelims.
2024 would still see Francis go on to win the overall championship class but it was a reminder that the
Alabama flipper is still a variable in the Men’s championship class. 

So where does that leave Bailey? Austin defeated Francis in 2024 during the prelims when he would
run out the shoe clock to claim his first ever victory over Francis in a 40-shoe game. However, 40-point
games have tracked very differently. It appears that Alan is more prepared for Bailey now and seems to
always hit Bailey with a solid performance. If Austin plans to overcome Francis at this years event, he
should prepare to be pitching in the mid-80's by the time he lands in Wausau. 

Even with the stronger Men’s division field this year, Francis’ history has landed him back in the #1 seat
as our predicted Men’s World Champion for 2026!
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#1 - Alan Francis
#2 - Tyler Howard
#3 - Austin Bailey
#4 - Andrew Adams

#9 - Gale Greene
#10 - Matt Fuller
#11 - Joseph Smith
12 - Josh Olson

#13 - Don Davis
#14 - Bobby Bartell
#15 - Jim Larson
#16 - Gary Currier

#5 - Dalton Rakestraw
#6 - Dan Watson
#7 - Ben Webb
#8 - Foster Kenton Jr

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: ALAN FRANCIS CHAMPION: ALAN FRANCIS RUNNER-UP: DAN WATSON RUNNER-UP: DAN WATSON THIRD PLACE: TYLER HOWARDTHIRD PLACE: TYLER HOWARD
FOURTH PLACE: AUSTIN BAILEY FOURTH PLACE: AUSTIN BAILEY FIFTH PLACE: ANDREW ADAMS FIFTH PLACE: ANDREW ADAMS 

Men’s Division



Women’s Division
If there’s one thing our prediction committee is terrible at, it’s figuring out what will happen in the
Women’s division. In 2024, we left Penny Steinke completely off the move-up list, and she would go on
to win the tournament. In 2023, we left Amy Francis off the move-up list for the first time in over 20
years, she’d go on to have a strong performance in Michigan. But each year we seem to get closer to
getting it right! However, the women’s division is almost impossible to predict with much accuracy as
it’s currently one of the most highly competitive classes of the event. 

Defending champion Jennifer Gegg returns to attempt to defend her championship from Sandy this
year in Wausau. Jennifer has had a strong year with a perfect game earlier in the year at a tournament
in Wentzville, a strong performance in Danville where she would defeat Alan Francis during the event
and a strong showing at the annual Hall of Fame tournament. It seems like naturally Jennifer would be
the obvious choice, however Gegg seems to have a twin problem. 

This years Hall of Fame tournament should have seen Gegg cakewalk through the field with the caliber
of pitching she’s been exhibiting for the past 12 months, but when she met Mar toward the end of Day
2, Jennifer saw a big dip in her average. Mar & Max would travel to the Hall of Fame several times
during the winter in years past and Jennifer would still be improving during these events. Now the
tables have turned and Gegg has the higher average going in to most events but our committee
predicts there’s still a hangup for Gegg when she meets the twins in tournament competition. 

One person who doesn’t have this problem would be Wisconsin’s own, Aleena Lepak. Aleena would
defeat not 1 but both twins in Sandy during last years tournament. Aleena’s last tournament would
suggest that she’s not prepared for a competitor like Gegg or Ray but Lepak has proven that when
they turn those lights on in a World Tournament arena, she’ll be ready. With the hometown advantage
this year, her strong performance last year and her never quit attitude, our committee predicts once
that World Championship trophy crosses the Wisconsin line, it may never leave. 

Shalee Cason returns to the world championships this year and will no doubt prove to be an obstacle
the field can’t afford to overlook. Wisconsin has a second frontrunner in 2024 Women’s World
Champion, Penny Steinke to fill out the Top 5!
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Predicted Top 5 Finishers

#1 - Jennifer Gegg
#2 - Marlene Ray
#3 - Pam Meyer 
#4 - Penny Steinke

#9 - Denise Daly
#10 - Blanca Hettinga
#11 - Elizabeth Jordan
#12 - Karen Graham

#13 - Helga Hewlett
#14 - Lyne Pineault
#15 - Amy Francis
#16 - Trisha Lincoln

#5 - Aleena Lepak
#6 - Shalee Cason
#7 - Joan Elmore
#8 - Brandy Morehead

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: ALEENA LEPAK CHAMPION: ALEENA LEPAK RUNNER-UP: MARLENE RAY RUNNER-UP: MARLENE RAY 
FOURTH PLACE: SHALEE CASON FOURTH PLACE: SHALEE CASON FIFTH PLACE: PENNY STEINKE FIFTH PLACE: PENNY STEINKE 

THIRD PLACE: JENNIFER GEGG THIRD PLACE: JENNIFER GEGG 
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Elder Men Division

Predicted Top 3 Finishers

#1 - Virgle McCown
#2 - Tom Moffat
#3 - Jacques Houle
#4 - Jacob Fimbres

#9 - Ricky Grim
#10 - Ed Hildreth
#11 - Don Epps
#12 - James Muller
#13 - Kevin Shields
#14 - Ken Jaeger Sr
#15 - Jeff Gustafson
#16 - Harvey Burkman

#5 - Rick Howe
#6 - Dale Moles
#7 - Don Gillette
#8 - Dan Molineaux

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: RICK HOWE CHAMPION: RICK HOWE 
RUNNER-UP: TOM MOFFAT RUNNER-UP: TOM MOFFAT 

THIRD PLACE: JACOB FIMBRES THIRD PLACE: JACOB FIMBRES 

The Elder Men’s prediction always feels like we
almost just have to guess! 

Tom Moffat is looking to pickup another title this
year in Wisconsin, however just like the other
divisions, there’s more variables on the field this
time around. 

Rick Howe enters the Elders field this year for
World Tournament play, the former Senior Mens
world champion has been pitching for all of his life
and has the experience edge over Moffat when it
comes to World Championship play. Houle,
Fimbres, and Moles will all be strong factors for
this years tournament but Howe still has the
experience edge over most of the field. 

Virgle McCown is predicted to move-up as the #1
overall seed for the Elders but our team predicts
that the prelims will finish very differently than
the championships this year as Rick Howe is
predicted to move-up as the #5 seed but leave
Wisconsin with the Elder Men’s World
Championship!

Elder Women Division

Predicted Top 3 Finishers

#1 - Sharon Chiddister
#2 - Mary Fimbres
#3 - Janet Larson
#4 - Susie Erickson
#5 - Julie Charlton
#6 - Audra Craven

Predicted Move-Ups

CHAMPION: SHARON CHIDDISTER CHAMPION: SHARON CHIDDISTER 
RUNNER-UP: MARY FIMBRES RUNNER-UP: MARY FIMBRES 

THIRD PLACE: SUSIE ERICKSON THIRD PLACE: SUSIE ERICKSON 

The story of the Elder Women’s division this year
is a very simple one, Sharon Chiddister is the
obvious choice to retain. Entering the field at the
#1 seed, as the defending champion and having
around a 10 percent higher entry average than 
the #2 entrant it’s difficult to bet against Sharon.

If anyone does have a chance at the title other
than Chiddister, it would most likely be Mary
Fimbres. A good game from Fimbres at the right
time could catch Chiddister off guard enough for
Fimbres to leave the Greenheck Turner
Community Center with the second ever 
Women’s World Championship! 

This is just the second year for the Elder Women’s
championship and the installation of an adult 20
foot line. The Elder Women’s division was
established in 2024 when delegates made a move
for equal opportunities between Men and Women
in our sport. This division gave Women the ability
to have 1 move-up with age just like the Men had
gotten as they would move from 40 foot to 30
foot with age. Last year would be a historic
moment for our sport a Chiddister claimed this
innagural championship.


