
 

 

 

 

John Brezina was born in 1914 and passed in 1992.  He was one of nine children born to Czechoslovakian 

parents.  He married Dee in 1950 and thier three children, David, Becky and Karen formed the Brezina family.  John 

served in World War II as a Flight Officer in the U.S. Air Force.  He worked several jobs, but carpentry was his specialty.  

He also worked heavy construction jobs in South Dakota, Minnesota and Greenland.  Hunting, fishing, reloading shells 

and woodworking projects were John’s leisure time activities.                                                                                                      

 John was a dedicated horseshoe pitcher and a great promoter of horseshoes.  He loved the sport, the 

competition, the people and everything connected with horseshoes.  His second home seemed to be the Boyceville 

courts.  In 1973, Dee and John had lost their 19 year-old son in a car accident.  Therapy with Al Rick at the courts helped 

John cope with his loss.  In 1974, the Boyceville courts were completed and ready for league play with five teams in 

1975.  John served as Secretary-Treasurer of the Men’s League until his death.  He also ran thirteen tournaments on 

eight clay-filled courts.  Not only did he serve as tournament director, he mowed the lawn, kept the courts in pitching 

condition, made court covers, designed and constructed the scoreboards and did all the paper work from leagues and 

tournaments as well.                                                                                                                                                                                   

 John is especially remembered for his promotion to new horseshoe pitchers in the northern part of the state.  

He was one of the go-getters who challenged pitchers to do their best and have FUN!  


