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Merry Christmas  Happy Healthy New Year 

 SNOW       SLEET      OFFICERS  

     Welcome to the WHPA Fall Meeting 

Our WHPA Fall Meeting was inter-

esting—as usual. The day began 

with snow showers travelers had to 

contend with; the friends catching 

up with each other since the State 

Tournament; and celebration Jeff 

Secord’s 50th  Birthday! 
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WHPA  
Chaplain 

Ken Heinritz 

WHPA President 

Dobie  Gutweiler 

The holiday season is upon us. As I write this we are sneaking up on 

Thanksgiving and Christmas is right around the corner. As I plan and prepare meals 

and gifts I think about everyone that I love and everyone that I want to have a 

wonderful holiday.  

I have a fairly large immediate family. I have 4 children, 1 furry daughter, 2 

in-laws, 3 grandsons and 4 furry grandchildren. I also have a nephew I adore, a 

beautiful niece, a furry nephew, 2 brothers, a sister, a fury sister and my father. 

Needless to say, my house will be insanely busy on November 22nd, December 24th 

and December 25th of this year.  

Then I think about my other family, the family I chose, all of you.  Horse-

shoes has brought me the most amazing relationships I could have ever imagined.   

In my Deansville Club I have been blessed with league partners that have become my closest friends. 

I still miss Don Illgen every time I pitch a shoe but I am so grateful to have been given John Meyer and Ger-

ald Harris as my current partners in our local leagues. Every time I look around my club, at my team and at 

the other teams, I can’t help but smile. These people are the ones my heart has chosen to love, and they 

love me right back. I feel the same way when I walk into the Beloit Club and the Platteville Club. Family, we 

are a family. Now, as president of the WHPA and trying my hardest to go to other Clubs and other tourna-

ments, in spending time with Officers that I didn’t know as well as I do now, my heart is exploding with love. 

All of you, each and every one of you reading this, I hope that 2019 brings all of us more laughter, new 

friends, old friends and love enough to fill the Grand Canyon. To 2019. 

     Don’t forget to enjoy yourself at your next 

horseshoe tournament.  Yes many of us just go to 

pitch horseshoes and go home.  But why not 

combine that tournament with something unusual, 

something ‘fun’?  Then maybe it would be a little 

more tolerable for friends or family to come with 

you and watch.  Remember, to the outsider, 

pitching for 3 hours sounds more like a marathon 

and it can be difficult to endure.  After the tourna-

ment, take your spouse to a nice restaurant or 

take the kids to get ice cream.  Doesn’t everyone 

enjoy ice cream?  Break up that serious routine 

and mix it up a little bit.  Winning isn’t everything!  

Life is to be enjoyed whether you win or lose.  After all, this is just a game.  Life is a 

gift from God and it’s worth living no matter how well you pitch.  So watch your 
attitude, people are watching you.  Remember, a cheerful outlook on life is more 

attractive to those looking in from the outside.  He can help you if you let Him. 

      

“My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.”               John 10:10 NLT 

Editor Note:  Page 5 lists only WHPA / NHPA Sanctioned Events. We will publish unsanctioned tourna-

ments in another issue. This list is posted on our Web Page.  



Beloit Horseshoe Club 

NHPA GAME-RELATED SALES 

640 Ravine Dr. Beloit WI 53511 

608-365-9901 epauls@live.com 

NHPA Staff 

NHPA SITE:  http://horseshoepitching.com 

Email: info@horseshoepitching.com 

WHPA SITE:  http://whpahorseshoes.com 

Webmaster: Dave Volz    davevolz@hotmail.com 

 

On The Web 

Sponsored by:  

Chet’s Car Care of Madison 

Submissions deadline for our next issue is   

Jan 15 
kirbys007@centurytel.net 

Contributing Writers  

WHPA Officers 

Julie Paulson, LAYOUT/EDITOR 

262-215-7065 julie_p_2007@yahoo.com 

Jane Smith, FEATURES/SUBSCRIPTIONS 

1481 180th Ave, Balsam Lake WI 54810 

715-497-9833 kirbys007@centurytel.net 

Jimmy Paulson, PUBLISHER 

262-215-4001 jimmypa2@hotmail.com 

WISCONSIN HORSESHOES ~ HTTP://WHPAHORSESHOES.COM 

THANK YOU!! 

Dave Volz NHPA Regional Director 

W7133 Geier Rd, Wonewoc, WI 53968 

608-547-2769     davevolz@hotmail.com 

 

Aleena Lepak, NHPA Jr. Promotion 

D1483 2nd St, Stratford, WI 54484 

715-650-0637  aleena_cook5@hotmail.com 

Dobie Gutweiler President 

547 Elizabeth Court, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

608-513-4625    dobiecanhelp@gmail.com 
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Kevin Brekke, 2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

1802 W Lois Lane Edgerton, WI 53534   

608-669-1218   Brekkekev3@netscape.net 

 

Sonia Cook, 3rd VICE PRESIDENT 

DIRECTOR, JR. SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

282 Rangeline Rd, Auburndale, WI 54412 

715-384-5540  cook_sonia@yahoo.com 

 

John Secord, SECRETARY-TREASURER 

W6868 Brown Rd, Fond du Lac WI 54937 

920-922-0080 whpajs@charter.net 

 

Jeff Secord,  HALL OF FAME CHAIR 

W2805 Johnsburg Rd, Fond du Lac, WI 54937 

920-795-4171   jeffsecord@outlook.com 

 

Ken Heinritz, WHPA CHAPLAIN 

N95 W22107 Cty Rd Q, Colgate WI 53017 

262-255-7339 heinritzken@gmail.com 
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Fred Lane, Publicity / Promotion 

541 2nd St. North, Stevens Point, WI 54481 

715-347-2507  fred-lane@live.com 
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Ken Heinritz 

Fred Lane 

Jimmy Paulson 
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Friend us on Facebook at: WHPA-Wisconsin 

Horseshoe Pitchers Association 

Karla / Kevin Brekke, Layout 
Address below 

Russ Brockway, WHPA  Historian, 

608-379-4948  russ.brockway@yahoo.com 

http://horseshoepitching.com
http://whpahorseshoes.com
mailto:heidi.a.poppe@gmail.com
http://www.whpahorseshoes.com/


V O L U M E  3 2 ,  I S S U E  6  P a g e  4  

 If you have any questions regarding membership, feel free to contact Fred Lane by phone at 715-347-2507 or 
please email at fred-lane@live.com. 
 For more information on Wisconsin Horseshoe Pitching visit us online at www.whpahorseshoes.com and 
“LIKE” us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/whpahorseshoes  

WHNL Renewal Form 
$15 Black / White copy per year 

Mail the subscription fee to  

WHNL 

1481 180 Ave, 

Balsam Lake, 54810 

Name_____________________________ 

Address___________________________ 

Phone ____________________________ 

Email ____________________________ 

2019 NHPA / WHPA Membership / Renewal 

Form 

Name:___________________________Card Number__________________  

Street Address:_____________________________________________  

City:_______________________ Zip Code:____________   

Phone #:_________________ Email:__________________________   

If new member, referred by:___________________________   

 

Circle your Division:    

Men-$35    Women-$35           Elder Men-$35 (70+)     Jr. Boys-$5                   

Jr. Girls-$5      Med/Exempt-$35    Cadet Boys-$5                   Cadet Girls-$5 

   

Jrs. & Cadets include Birthdate: __________________   

If renewal is after June 30th $2 is added to the dues.  

Send to: WHPA, John Secord, W6868 Brown Rd. Fond du Lac, WI 54937   

We have a new group email message service. As 

of now, we have 118 members. If you received a 

message telling you the latest issue of the WHNL 

was online, you are a member. If not, send your 

email address to davevolz@hotmail.com. More 

information is available on our website:  

http://whpahorseshoes.com 

What’s New? 

Jane Smith 

 We welcome Nancy Murleau, Ken Kinjerski, 

Melanie Kasun and Brian Kasun as our newest 

WHPA members. They should receive the NHPA 

welcome kit including a Tee shirt with the NHPA 

logo on it and a grocery tote with an inscription 

that reads “ I’d rather be pitching.” They will also 

receive a complimentary issue of our WHNL.  

 John Secord brought the NHPA New Member 

shirt and bag Dobie and Kevin are holding.  

mailto:fred-lane@live.com
http://www.whpahorseshoes.com
http://www.facebook.com/whpahorseshoes
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Cliff Erickson Dan Newkirk Dave Volz Dean Chaffee 

1178 Westown Dr Call, Text or Email W7133 Geier Rd 914 Bluffview Circle 

Eagle River, WI 54521 Dan will get back to you! Wonewoc, WI 53968 Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 

715-479-1059 cell 715 617-0685 608-921-2834 608-547-2769 715-404-9452 

clifferickson47@gmail.com dnewkirk05@gmail.com davevolz@hotmail.com echorseshoe@gmail.com 

    

Duane Henrikson Fred Lane Jane Smith Jer Wegner 

239 Edgewood Dr 541 2nd St North 1481 180 Ave P O Box 94 

Oxford, WI 54952 Stevens Point, WI 54481 Balsam Lake, WI 54810 Butternut, WI 54514 

608-566-3655 715-347-2507   715-497-9833 715-663-0858 

 fred-lane@live.com kirby007@centurytel.net jerwegner@hotmail.com 

    

John Meyer John Secord Ken Jaeger Kent Frailing 

500 Martin Ave W6868 Brown Rd N3935 Knight Rd  1432 Old Hwy 51 

Fond Du Lac, WI 54935 Fon Du Lac, WI 54937 New London, WI 54961 Mosinee, WI 54455 

920-921-2936 920-922-0080 920-982-6287 715-574-1459 

jhmeyer64@hotmail.com whpajs@charter.net deershoe@live.com horseshoeskent@outlook.com 

    

Kevin Brekke Les Karpiel Mel Cook Mark Mauthe 

1802 Lois Lane 2965 9 5/8 Ave 128135 N Bayside Dr 865 Eastman Rd 

Edgerton,WI 53534 Chetek, WI  Auburndale, WI 54412 Platteville, WI 53818 

608-669-1218 715-642-2485  715-650-0639 608-348-9697 cell - 563-495-7025 

brekkekev@netscape.net moreringers4me@gmail.com trackgp2@yahoo.com imperialplus@hotmail.com 

  cook_sonia@yahoo.com  

    

Ray Groskinsky Rosemary Kamps Rudy Van Fleet Russ Brockway 

1851 Hwy 13 101 Kamps Ct 210 Avalon Rd 211 W Main St 

Friendship, WI 53934 Combined Locks, WI 54113 Columbus, WI 53925 Seneca, WI 54654 

608-339-2466 920-788-3229 920-210-7579 608-306-2351 

rgkg73@frontier.com jkrk101@sbcglobal.net rudyvanfleet@sbcglobsl.net russ.brockway@yahoo.com 

    

Tom Steinke Randy Rein Wayne Lemar James Wicklander 

W343 S10062 Hwy E 201 2nd St 1631 Sand Lake Rd #302 1310 21st Ave S    Apt 101 

Eagle, WI  53119 Mosinee, WI 54455 Onalaska, WI 54650 Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

262-349-1421 
715-693-1199 cell-715-573-
6891 608-317-9512 (cell) 715-451-3855 

tomsteinke2004@gmail.com rjrein@charter.net awlemar@charter.net james_wicklander@yahoo.com 

    

    

Jeff Secord Dobie Gutweiler   

W2805 Johnsburg Rd 547 Elizabeth Ct   

Fond du lac, WI 54937 Sun Prairie, WI 53590   

920-795-4171 608-513-4625   

jeffsecord@outlook.com dobiecanhelp@gmail.com   

    

                              League Sanction Numbers  
    

 Arkdale League Tournament Arkdale 28-19-048 

 Close Doesn't Count League Centuria 28-19-049 

 Platteville League Platteville 28-19-050 

 New London League New London 28-19-051 

 Stevens Point League Stevens Point 28-19-052 

    

    

Tournament Contacts 

mailto:clifferickson47@gmail.com
mailto:dnewkirk05@gmail.com
mailto:davevolz@hotmail.com
mailto:echorseshoe@gmail.com
mailto:fred-lane@live.com
mailto:kirby007@centurytel.net
mailto:jerwegner@hotmail.com
mailto:jhmeyer64@hotmail.com
mailto:whpajs@charter.net
mailto:deershoe@live.com
mailto:horseshoeskent@outlook.com
mailto:brekkekev@netscape.net
mailto:moreringers4me@gmail.com
mailto:trackgp2@yahoo.com
mailto:imperialplus@hotmail.com
mailto:cook_sonia@yahoo.com
mailto:rgkg73@frontier.com
mailto:jkrk101@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rudyvanfleet@sbcglobsl.net
mailto:russ.brockway@yahoo.com
mailto:tomsteinke2004@gmail.com
mailto:rjrein@charter.net
mailto:awlemar@charter.net
mailto:james_wicklander@yahoo.com
mailto:jeffsecord@outlook.com
mailto:dobiecanhelp@gmail.com
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2018 WHPA Fall Meeting Write up - October 20, 2018 - Lake Delton 

Kevin Brekke 

Call to order by President Dobie at 1pm.  Chap-

lain Ken Heinritz gave the opening prayer.  Secretary 

John Secord read the minutes of the spring meeting 

and where accepted as read.  That meeting was held 

at Telfer park on May 5 with 39 in attendance.  It was 

held in conjunction with the Club Team tournament 

because of the weather cancellation of the spring 

meeting earlier.  The Hall of Fame meeting was imme-

diately after that meeting.   John also gave the treasur-

ers report.  The beginning balance was 2,624.17 and 

ending balance was 2,536,63.  

  Jane Smith gave her last 1st VP report for the last 

time.  A few people including myself stood up to tell 

how much Jane is loved and a pleasure to work with.  

Jane also mentioned how much she has valued every-

one and the horseshoe family made her job that much 

easier.   She will still be doing the newsletter asks for 

any ideas to make it better.  She will also continue to 

do the stats for the State Teams competition.  Jane 

read off the ten teams that signed up for the state 

contest among teams.  Their position from 1st to last: 

State Tournament Team Champions – Little Bull Falls, 

followed by Marshfield, Arkdale, Close Doesn’t 

Count, Stevens Point, Deansville, Eau Claire, Beloit, 

Muskego and Summit Ridge. Little bull Falls received 

the traveling trophy, money, certificate of participa-

tion and free entry into the 2019 competition. All 

Clubs received Certificate of Participation with the 

top 5 receiving money. Thanks to all clubs taking part 

in this event.  

Second VP Kevin Brekke talked about helping out 

with Telfer Park setup and tear down.  The Beloit 

club is in need of help for setting up at Telfer Park in 

Beloit for the Club Team, State Doubles, Beloit En-

core and Team World tournament in May.  There is 

now a committee consisting of Kevin Brekke, Dobie, 

Dave Volz, and Ed Wheeler that will be coordinating 

the help.  Please contact and one of the four to volun-

teer.  Date are: to setup up – Saturday April 27, Sun-

day April 28: to tear down – May 20.  Kevin also 

mention the places and dates for the next two world 

tournaments.  They are:   2019 : Wichita Falls Texas – 

July 22 to August 3rd. (1000 5th St.  Wichita Falls, TX  

76301) and  2020: Monroe, LA – July 13-25.  

Third VP Sonia Cook reported on the Junior 

Scholarship Fund – Beginning balance was 8,961.11 

and ending balance was 10,457.45.  Liabilities are now 

3,300.  She thanked all who donated prizes to the raf-

fle and also made monetary contributions this year. 

Marketing and Publicity Director Fred Lane men-

tioned that the facebook and website are being used 

for promotion; he secured a sponsor for the state 

tournament; is willing to work with any club to pro-

mote and get monies to help with the costs of run-

ning a tournament.  He also mentioned about the 

group email now setup up to get the word out.  

Dustin Duerr mentioned that rural area do not have 

internet access and how do we reach them?   It was 

mentioned that he use the phone and mail as an alter-

native. 

Hall of Fame Committee Chairman Jeff Secord 

mentioned how the presentation at state is a special 

event. This year’s induction of Kevin Brekke was very 

special. Kevin had a quilt made with his many horse-

shoe accomplishments and memories featured. His 

speech was given after which his family was intro-

duced. He mentioned that the vote is just before the 

spring meeting and nominations are always welcome.  

To see current nominees you can go to whpahorse-

shoes.com and hit the HOF link. 

NHPA Jr Promotions Director Aleena Lepak was 

not present. Sonia mentioned the WT meeting and 

Junior changes regarding monetary awards.  

John Secord did the drawing for the Each One 

Reach One contest.  We had 51 new members this 

year and we give out two $25.00 awards and five 

$10.00 awards.   They went to in order:  Jeremy 

Wagner and Tom Steinke the $25.00 awards.  Jason 

Villwock, Dave Schorbahn, Deansville club, Eau Claire 

club, and a Tom ….      Continued page 8 
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Fall meeting summary continues from page 7 

Dave Volz talked about the state website – WHPA-

HORSESHOES.COM – Team World link is now under 

our State site.   He was asked to make sure the newslet-

ter link has the current issue first. 

Lonny Transgrud from the Eau Claire club talked 

about hosting state in 2019.  Will be able to park camper 

inside Carson Park.  Hotel and other camping information 

will be available at the spring meeting.  There is a race 

that goes on that Saturday, but times of the race are not 

yet known. 

Bids for the 2020 State Tournament – Mark Mauthe 

who was not present but mentioned to Kevin Brekke that 

the Platteville club was interested and would go in with 

the Beloit club again.   They have some things with the 

city of Platteville that need to be addressed and would be 
conditional.   If that fell through, the Beloit club would 

take state then.  This will be addressed at the Spring 

Meeting. 

There was mention of a bylaw change because of the 

new bylaw at national that juniors can accept monies.  

ARTICLE 1X, Section 1B.  d.  Cash awards may not be 

won by Juniors pitching.  (NHPA RULE) 

Since this does not come into play until the State 

Tournament, will be mentioned in the next newsletter 

and voted on at the spring meeting.   

John Secord mentioned that we currently have 354 

members, 306 adults and 48 juniors/cadets. 

Next meeting will be April 6th at Lake Delton Sports-

men Club – 2019, 1:00 PM. 

10 -20-30 Year Members 

John Secord 

A very special congratulations to Roger Poutanen 

as he has received a 50 year membership patch! This is 

quite an accomplishment. Though he does not pitch very 

often in competition, he is a very valuable member and 

role model for all of us.  4 pitchers have earned 30 year 

patches: Russ Burns, Mel Cook, Penny Steinke, and Elaine 

Troullier. 5 pitchers received 20 year patches: Tom Bird, 

Art Collien, Tava Cook, Russ Heinritz, and Jerry Kamps. 

A grand total of 12 pitchers received 10 year patches: 

Randy Barnes, Jarrod Bisch, Dave Carpenter, Cindy Cas-

tellano, John Drexler, Blake Lazaris, Steven Lazaris, Mary 

Sue Morris, Todd Sheehan, Toni Sloper, Randy White and 

Jack Zane. Congratulations to all! 

Pitcher Profile  - Russ Brockway 
Fred Lane 

There’s no question Russ Brockway 
loves the sport of horseshoe pitching! Russ has 
been around horseshoes and it’s been in his 
blood since he was born. As a young boy he 
recalls seeing his Dad Duffy, Grandpa and a 
bunch of “old farts” pitching shoes on their 
lunch hour during the tobacco harvest. Russ 
also grew up with pits in his backyard. His dad, 
Duffy, would eventually build a garage around 
the pit so he could pitch year-round! Russ did-
n’t start pitching sanctioned horseshoes until a 
few years back. He was introduced into sanc-
tioned horseshoe pitching from his brother 
Rich Brockway and it didn’t take long for him 
to start seeing success. Russ has won a number 
of patches including a State Class Champion-
ship, he earned 2016 most improved and Class 
C pitcher of the year as well as Class B pitcher 
of the year in 2017. Russ Brockway’s passion 
for the sport is unmatched. This year Russ vol-
unteered to become the WHPA historian, pre-
serving the WHPA’s history for many years to 
come! The WHPA is lucky to have a guy like 
you. Thank you Russ! 

2018 was a very special year for Russ 
and the crew down in the Kickapoo Valley! He 
organized and worked hard with locals to in-
stall 6 brand new sanctioned horseshoe pits at 
Log Cabin Heritage Park in Gays Mills, WI 
where he hosted a very successful tournament. 
If you didn’t make this year’s tourney, the 
beautiful scenery and drive alone is worth the 
travel to Gays Mills.  

Those that know Russ, knows he loves 
collecting horseshoes.  Russ probably has a pair 
of horseshoes in every room of his house. Be-
tween the hundreds and hundreds of horse-
shoes Russ owns, his Henton V-Locks are his 
favorites! It was the first pair of horseshoes his 
dad gave him and he even has them auto-
graphed by Red Henton himself. Russ dedicates 
a lot of his time to the sport he loves but I 
asked Russ what enjoyed doing when he wasn’t 
pitching shoes, he said with a smile “I love do-
ing anything outdoors…fishing, hunting and 
picking mushrooms.”  
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Deansville Singles 

Rudy Van Fleet 

Class A 

G Bogenschneider  7  1  54.17 

Leo Richter   6  2  54.58 

Tammy Nwkirk  5  3  52.08  

Class B 

P Schwerdifeger  6  2  41.25 

Dustin Duerr   4  4  36.67 

Cliff Shave    2  6  42.92 

Class C 

Kerry Morris   5  2  35 

Randy White   5  2  30.71 

Dave Volz    5  2  30.71 

Class D 

Tom Steinke   5  1  30.24 

Sandy Anderson  5  1  24.17 

Ralph Marthaler  5  1  23.76 

Class E 

Chuck Wargner  4  1  24 

Jedidiah Sowatzke  4  1  22.65 

Richard Conrad  2  3  14.5 

 

Added Note: Jedidiah Sowatzke, 10 years old, 

participated and placed very well. He was a wel-

come addition and we hope he will come back 

and play in other Deansville tourneys. 

Deansville Doubles 

Rudy Van Fleet 

Class A 

Al Holloway / Mike Cone   5 0 43.65 

John Meyer / Sandy Anderson 4 1 39.65 

T. Newkirk / D. Newkirk 2 1 3 32.65 

Class B 

Tegwin Case / Mike Stabenow 6 0 36.1 

Dave Leckwee / Bill Dahman  5 1 28.8 

Tony Scrima / Tom Steinke  3 3 27.4 

First time State Tournament pitchers signatures on the 

WHPA Banner: George Dorn, Dee Esberner, Wally 

Grulkman, Bob Klingaman, Jim Menzel, Jeff Pagel, Zak Ro-

driguez, Zach Secord, Sean Shopinski, David Stakston, 

Ron Studinski, Mitchell Uttech 

Deansville  

Doubles  

Pitchers 

 

A Different Kind of Night 
Tonight, would be different, a few would see 

A babe would be born that would change history 
This babe would embody all truth to those few 

This night would be different, if they only knew 

Shepherds left everything to follow a star 

That different night would not tell them how far 

Even wise men were moved to go on a journey 

That would just add to this different night’s story 

Could this night forever change the hearts of men 

And answer for all, the question of when 

Like those that night they left everything to see 

Could that night make a difference in me? 

 
Kevin Brekke 

11-26-2018 

Kevin Brekke’s 2018 Christmas Poem.  Thank you, Kevin 
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A Legend – Casey Jones with Mary 

Jones 
Fred Lane 

FOUR DEAD . . .  a phrase often called out when 
watching the best horseshoe pitchers battle it out on 

the horseshoe courts, vying for the coveted title of 

Wisconsin State Champion. The term “four-dead” 

means all four horseshoes are around the stake, can-

celling each pitcher’s ringers out. After enjoying the 

competition at the 2018 WI State Tourney my curi-

osity got the best of me and I began to research the 

history of Charles “Casey” Jones. Casey Jones was a 

19 time WI State Champion, earning 3 titles as a Jr 

and 16 Men’s titles. Casey was Wisconsin’s best 

horseshoe pitcher and is considered by many to be 

the best horseshoe pitcher never to win a world 

championship. Casey competed in eleven World 

Tournaments finishing 2nd four times, 3rd four times, 

4th, 6th and 10th. He had an overall ringer percentage 

of 80.4% He was 

inducted into the 

NHPA HOF in 

1968 and the 

WHPA HOF in 

1976. After re-

searching the in-

ternet, I came 

across a wonder-

ful article from 

2017 on Casey’s 

wife, Mary Jones. 

The article told a story about Mary’s life growing up, 

adventures with Casey and her outstanding bowling 

achievements. I would have never thought in my wild-

est dreams I would have the chance to meet the wife 

of horseshoe legend, Casey Jones. But I figured if 

she’s still around, I might as well give it a try. I found 

Mary’s number and gave her a call. When I explained 

who I was and that I was interested in meeting her, 

she was more than happy to invite me over for a vis-

it. On September 23rd, Kevin Brekke, Jane Smith and I 

traveled to Plymouth to meet Mary and she opened 

her door and welcomed us with open arms. Mary 

Jones resides in Plymouth, lives life to the fullest and 

just celebrated her 95th birthday. She’s an avid Packer 

and Badger fan and loves to play cards with her 
friends.  Mary showed us 3 of Casey’s trophies that 

she had kept for all these years. Casey’s first boy’s 

title he won in 1932, his first men’s title he won in 

1935 and a Midwest championship trophy he won in 

1947. Mary also showed us an Ohio and Gordon 

horseshoe that was pitched by Casey as well as an 

album loaded with newspaper articles and pictures 

from Casey’s horseshoe pitching days. Mary would go 

on to donate this album to the WHPA to preserve 

its history. We were all truly honored to meet Mary 

that day. We didn’t want to come empty handed, 

Jane shared a bottle of her maple syrup, I brought a 

WHPA lapel pin and Kevin presented Mary with a 

WHPA HOF patch to recognize Casey for his 1976 

induction. The experience was  unforgettable and 3 

hours flew by in what seemed like minutes. I’ll cherish 

the moment for a long time.  

A Friend Missed 
Norm Mauthe lost his life in a car accident on 

his way to the Fall WHPA meeting. Those of us at the 
meeting were wondering where Mark and Norm were 
as they are dedicated members of our WHPA. After 
the meeting, we received a call saying Mark and Norm 
were in a one car accident and Norm was killed in-
stantly. Mark was the passenger and survived the acci-
dent. It was a sad ending to what was an interesting day 
of hugs, smiles and snow showers.  

Norm and Joyce (his wife who proceded him in 
death in 1994) had two sons, Jeff and Mark. The Mau-
the’s were a horseshoe family beginning in 1981. Norm 
was a founding member of the Platteville Horseshoe 
Club. He was instrumental in hosting the WHPA State 
Tournament in Platteville three different years.  In 
1999, he was inducted into the WHPA Hall of Fame. 
Nom was a quiet gentleman who loved the horseshoe 
game and family. He will be greatly missed on the 
courts as spectator and tournament director. 

Norm was a man of many interests as he en-
joyed gardening, cards, hunting, bowling and cheering 
on the Badgers and Packers.  

Norm was a devoted Christian and lived a life 
with God’s love in his heart. He Was a faithful and car-
ing husband, a loving and providing father, a person 
who gave of himself to others and took time to listen 
intently and genuinely cared. He was an honest man 
and worked hard in life 
and believed in the im-
portance of being me-
ticulous at his craft. He 
was a quiet and humble 
man who led by exam-
ple in that he showed 
people that it is the 
easiest thing in the 
world to be kind.  


